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A65-year-old woman with history of trigeminal neuralgia presented with left facial ticdouloureux soon followed by substernal chest pain. Electrocardiogram demonstratedT-wave inversions in leads I and aVL, and an initial troponin I of 2.58 ng/ml led to
cardiac catheterization. Coronary angiography was normal, but left ventriculogram revealed
midanterior and inferior wall dyskinesis (A and B, arrowheads pointing to dyskinetic seg-
ments, Online Video 1) consistent with midventricular ballooning syndrome (1). Cardiovascu-
lar magnetic resonance imaging using a steady-state cine sequence completed on hospital day 2
similarly demonstrated midventricular ballooning (Online Video 2), but delayed hyperenhance-
ment was not detected in the midventricle or elsewhere on post-contrast images (C).
Catecholamine-mediated myocardial stunning is a presumed mechanism for this syndrome.
This presentation supports this hypothesis. Attacks of trigeminal neuralgia have long been noted
to be associated with catecholamine surge (2). In this case, an episode of tic douloureux ironically
led to a pain of the heart, a coeur douloureux.
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